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TAGS: EFIN KU 

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO BUSINESS INQUIRY 

1 . FOLLOWING VISIT BY CROCKER NATIONAL BANK CHAIRMAN THOMAS 
WILCOX TO KUWAIT IN MID-FEBRUARY, EMBASSY RECEIED LETTER 
FROM J. H. DETHERO, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, ASKING FOR 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON FAISAL MASSOUD AL-FUHEID AND 
DORMANT MERCHANT BANKING COMPANY, KUWAIT-BRITISH INVEST- 
MENT CO., IN WHICH LATTER HAS INTEREST. SINCE FUHEID MAY VISIT 
CROCKER BANK SAN FRANCISCO HEADQUARTERS THIS MONTH AND 
MAIL FROM KUWAIT IS SLOW, APPRECIATE YOUR TELEPHONING FOLLOW- 
ING RESPONSE TO DETHERO'S LETTER OF FEBRUARY 22 TO BUCK. 

2. AFTER SOME SEARCHING MR. AL-FUHEID REMAINS SOMEWHAT OF 
AN UNKNOWN QUANTITY TO US AND MANY TO WHOM WE HAVE MADE 
INQUIRIES. CHECK OF 5 LOCAL BANKS REVEALED ONLY ONE, GULF 
BANK, HAVING ACCOUNT IN HIS NAME, AND THIS WAS A NOMINAL 
ONE. USUALLY KNOWLEDGEABLE BANKERS KNEW LITTLE ABOUT HIM. 

ONE BANKING SOURCE ADVISED CAUTION. BEST ANOTHER COULD MUSTER 
WAS THAT HE IS AN ACTIVE ENTREPRENEUR WHOSE INTERESTS 

RANGE BEYOND FINANCE TO NUMBER OF OTHER FIELDS, INCLUDING 
MILITARY PROCUREMENT. 
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3. ON MARCH 12 EMBOFF ATTENDED RECEPTION GIVEN BY AL-FUHEID, 

IN HIS CAPACITY AS A DIRECTOR AND SHAREHOLDER OF INTERNATIONAL 
RESOURCES AND FINANCE BANK, S.A., BANK RECENTLY SET UP 
IN LUXEMBOURG WITH INVESTMENT FROM GULF. PAKISTAN, AND BANK 
OF MMNTREAL, WHOSE CHAIRMAN, FREDERICK H. MCNEIL, WAS ON 
HAND. A FEW WELL-KNOWN KUWAITIS, INCLUDING SPEAKER OF NOW 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


DISBANDED NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, KHALID AL-GHUNAIM, SHOWED UP. 

4. AL-FUHEID IS PARTNER IN KUWAIT-BRITISH INVESTMENT CO., 

AN APPARENTLY RECENT RESUSCITATION OF DORMANT KUWAIT- 
BRITISH FINANCE CONSULTING CO., ESTABLISHED JANUARY 25, 1975 
WITH PAID UP CAPITAL OF 10,000 KUWAITI DINARS. PARTNERS 

IN THIS FIRM ARE AL-FUHEID, MOHAMED OMAR, AN EGYPTIAN, 

AND BRADBURY WILKINSON, UK CITIZEN. SET UP TO DEAL IN 
LOANS AND INVESTMENTS IN KUWAIT AND ABROAD, FIRM HAS OFFICES 
IN CAIRO AND LONDON. ITS ADDRESS IN KUWAIT IS P.O. BOX 
22173, TEL. 443515/443679/4266. 

5. AL-FUHEID ALSO HAS INTEREST IN NEWLY FORMED GROUP, ARAB 
FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS COMPNAY, 

WHICH OPENED ITS DOORS IN 

KUWAIT THIS JANUARY. CONQANY IS 51 PERCENT KUWAITI OWNED, 

AS REQUIRED BY KUWAITI LAW, 25 PERCENT OWNED BY OTHER ARABS, 
MOSTLY FROM GULF (BUT ALSO INCLUDING JORDANIANS), AND 
24 PERIANT OWNED BY 4 NON- ARAB BANK (WITH EQUAL SHARES) 

- A BRITISH MERCHANT BANK, PHILADELPHIA NATIONAL BANK, 

BANQUE DE L1NDOCHINE, AND TAIYOKOBE BANK, WHICH HAS SUPPLIED 
THE MANAGER, MR. OSAMU NISHIMURA. 

6. FROM ABOVE APPEARS MR. AL-FUHEID MAY BE AS MUCH AN 
ORGANIZER AS HE IS A SIGNIFICANT SHAREHOLDER IN THESE 
(AND PERHAPS OTHER) VENTURES. DECONTROL ON RECEIPT. 
MAESTRONE 
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